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Native Bees in Agriculture

• 51 species—watermelon, 
sunflower, tomato in California

• 67 species—berry crops in Nova 
Scotia 

• 3X production of cherry 
tomatoes in California

• Improve efficiency of honey bees 
in hybrid sunflower crops. 



Benefits of Pollinators

• Increased Yield—all crops
• Increased Quality—oil seed crops
• Decreased Non-marketable Crop—cucumbers, 

small fruit, apples
• Larger Fruit—pumpkin, squash, tree fruit, 

small fruit
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Common Pollinating Agents in Ontario
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Common Myths About Bees
• Bees sting

• Bees swarm
• Bees make honey

• Bees live in colonies


